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I am indeed honoured to bt invited to address you on this
2uspicious ~cension =« when you are gathered here to celebrate
. the 15th anniversary of cur independence. The cultural show
et that you hnve organised this evening reflects +the colourful
tradition of the Indian Singapore .an — in particular thu

Tamil Singapore.
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tolerance rnd appreciation for each others cultural, we are

already evolving the spirit of » true Singapore.

The Tomil lanpua;e is recopnised as ~ne of the four officicl
langunges of Sinfaporc. The Trmil lonpunsc nnd its rich culturc
have n long; histery. It has o plnce of pride in the Singapcrean
zuclelty. Singapore will certainly be culturally poorer without
the contributions of the Indiang., Our government cnocourngics

the stuwds »f Tomil lonsuase in school.

Lt this juncturc, I must cxplain our govermment's pelicy
of cncouraging bilincuclism. Tic want cur citizoens to be well

educatcd and be fluent, if pussible, ~t lcnst in twe langucges —

Bnglish ond their own mother—teonguc. Jaglish s

be gtudicd ag the lansuarc

¢f communicnticn, oducntis

administration whilst . . ee2/=
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administration whilst tho mother-tongue should bo studied as
the language which con maintain and enhance the cultural
in our peeple in the face of our p»apid modernizat
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The Chinese, Malay and Tamil languages are not entirely

adequa 0r Singaporean. BeinG a modern notion, dependent
mostly on international trade and industry, science and
technology, we need the Bnglish language. But this is mt
to sny that the Enslish longuage alone is adequate for the

Singnporeans.

¥We naed our mother—-tongue and its inherent value and
cultures to help prevent Singaporean from becoming de—
. culturised digits in society. ¥We dv not wont 8ingapore to
beoome n nation of Southeast Asian a&ibs = whe look the
graces and values of their forefathers. Hence; the omphasis

on tho mother-tongue together with English. If wo ean succeed
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forge ahead 1in the movoment toward modernization without
getting lout by tho wayside. ,

Lt tho moment, there are about 100 schools in Singapore
which offer Tamil as second language. Thercils now apparently
an increasing trend among Indians to opt for Tamil as sceond
language = whereas in the past there was a tendency for them
to echoose Malay o¢Mandarin. To cope up with this inmcroasing

trend, the Ministry of education in the last two years added
about 20 schools to thesze that zlready offered Tamil as second
language. Today, ome out of three Indian pupils hsecondary

schools offer Tamil na second language - and one out of two 1
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Secondary schools teke Malay as sceoond language.

In view of the bilingual policy of our natioanandthe
increase in facilities, more Indian parents would be expected
in future %o opt for Tamil as second language for their children,
I learn h=,t in 1978, only 15800pupils out of 38,000 offered
Tamil as second languages. In the year 2000 the projection i3
that $here will be 48,000 Indian pupils. The cbvious trend is

t$hat more Indians will offer their mother-tongue a8 their second
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langnnso, To nchicve our poal of unificotion in o multieracial

socicty it ig vital that the cultures and treiiticns of cur
forefntiors are lcornt topether with BEnglishe, I bulieve tho
Tomile wll werk towards $hisa.

I wish to conclude my spocch with n fou
Tamile iwopresent-tive Couneil. From whet I knnw the Tanils
Representative Council has beon in oxistence for many yearse.
But it had remnined dormant until it was rovivad cbout two yosrs
ncn und o tho nble leadership of Hr G. Kandnsomy. The couneil
mist Lo oonpratulsated for meking a headwey in uniting undor itse
acgis the many splintor Temil cultural, social cnd civie organisoe
tirns. *ithin the short poric? of twe yenrs the council has
orgamised several constructive nctivities such os cultural shows,
seminers, workshops, surveys, vtc., and has made soveral o=
eommendniions to the government. The couneil 1will, I beliove,

koep up ite pood work.




