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I am happy to be here to join you in your HNational

Day Celebrations to mark the 14th anmiversary of our
independence. Fourteen years is a short period in the.
history of a nation. However, in the case of Singapore,

many rapid changes have taken place within this time-span.

The changes have not only been in economic
progress but also in mental attitudes. Under colonial

Tule we were a disparate immigrant community with no

his Hari Raya Puasa Message, referred to this change
when he said: 'More younger Singapore Malays are

becoming Malay Singaporeans."” I would think that this
is equally true of other Singaporeans, be they ethnic

Indians, Chinese or Eurasians.

How did we achieve this? With the attainment of
independence, Singaporeans were conscious of being on
our own in an island without any natural resources

and situated in what, after all, is not a very tranquil

region of the world. With proper leadership and guidance




challenges which independence brought in its wake. It

is not axiomatic that communities of diverse linguistic,

religious and racial groups always become more cohesive

in the face of severe odds. Sometimes pressures and

cshallenges can make them fall further apart. It depends

much on the leadership provided and the policies forged
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and implementved

efforts to revise or undo policies, whether in education
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would respond to the challenges. This has been the
case with Singsznoreans.

ith Singaporeans.

The Government's policies on race, religion and

language have been clearly spelt out by the political
leadership from time to time. These policies assume
respect for different races and religions, encourage
the preservation of cultural and linguistic
different ethnic groups and value their role in

Singapore's society and culture. These have been

companiec
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cultural values. We can justly tTakKe pride in our
achievement in this field. However, in a country of

different races, languages and dialects, there will

always be some need for continued vigilance. Furthermore,

we do not live in isolation; developments in the region

and other parts of the world are likely to assert e
influences of one kind or another on the social

environment here. Singaporeans should always be level-

- Y ER LS L =3 L= F L}

R S

headed and perceptive to determine what is good for

them as a nation and what is not.
We cannot allow national interests to be
subordinated to sectional interests. Ithnic associations

by and large had their origins in the desire to look

after the welfare of particular ethnic groups. In

the unique circumstances of Singapore today, such

building. They ve & cons ay
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cultural promotion, in preserving what is good 1n

traditional customs and norms and in inculcating correct
values in our young. Though one of the cbjectives of the Tanmils

Reprecentative Council i admittedly %o look affor the wolfore of
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