
Saturday 4 September 2010 at 6.00pm
University Cultural Centre, Singapore.

Tamils in Nation-Building

TAMIL MURASU’S

75th Anniversary Celebrations

fed>Dn> Fq>mext>Tl> tMur>kz>
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Launched in 1935 by the late Thamizhavel G. Sarangapani, Tamil 
Murasu is Singapore’s only Tamil Language newspaper. Tamil Murasu 
is the main information source for the Tamil-speaking Indian community 
with its coverage of wide-ranging news, from current affairs to local 
and foreign news as well as the latest in sports and entertainment. In 
addition, it also provides strong coverage on news from the Indian 
community and the sub-continent. The newspaper has established itself 
as a voice for the Tamil-speaking community in Singapore. 

Tamil Murasu and the contribution of the Tamils to nation-building go 
hand-in-hand. The Tamil community has played an integral part in 
the nation’s struggle towards independence and in the years after in 
nation-building. Tamil Murasu has played a vital role in keeping Tamil 
language and culture alive and thriving in Singapore. Its iconic presence 
can been seen in every aspect of the evolution of Tamil Language and 
Culture in modern Singapore.

Today’s Concert is special tribute to roles played by Tamils and Tamil 
Murasu in nation-building. The Concert is a culmination of the efforts of a 
volunteer Committee, who for the past 12 months dedicated themselves 
to organizing today’s Concert. The Committee was ably supported by 
a volunteer Secretariat from the Tamils Representative Council (umbrella 
body for Tamil Organisations in Singapore). The Concert was made 
possible by the spontaneous support of many volunteers and sponsors. 
Significantly, the Concert showcases only local talents. 

Today’s  Concert exemplifies our National spirit of determination and 
can do attitude. 

Towards a new beginning…

TAMILS IN NATION - BUILDING
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Tamil Murasu New Design-Brighter and Bolder

That’s the new contemporary look of Tamil Murasu. The architect of 
the new look is Irishman Peter Williams, My Paper’s Art and Design 
Director who worked closely with Tamil Murasu chief sub-editor A.S. 
Kunalan with input from veteran journalist Felix Soh, the Digital Media 
Editor of The Straits Times. Among the changes is a bright red masthead 
with the signature drum. 

Key Changes :-

1.	 A more modular tight grid system resulting in a neater layout.

2.	 More reader friendly font. 

3.	 More white space. This ensures “breathing space” between the 
stories, text and pictures making it easier on the eye.

4.	 Bigger and better pictures.

5.	 Different coloured liveries for different sections for easier navigation.

6.	 Increase in the number of pages from 10 to 12 on Thursdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays.

7.	 More local news with special features on Sundays.

8.	 Regular picture spreads on local community events.

9.	 Better content for student pages.
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tMu> ÂrSn> ∏Ty vDvm>.

…lKn> puimyen tMu> wsy>Tt>tez>kZl> on>qen tMu> ÂrÍ 

Ep>Wpeˇ ∏ˇp>wpeL◊ wpq>Q‰k>Kqˇ. Ef>tp> ∏Ty Wteq>qt>it 

…‰vek>Kyv› ay›lf>ˇ fed>ids> Ws›f>t T‰ πd>d› Vl>Lym>c<. 

im Wpp>pRn> vDvimp>∏ Eyk>nren av› tMu> ÂrSn> 

tilimt> ˇixyeSRy› T‰ å åc< xezBdn> Eixf>ˇ 

pXyeq>Qne›.

aBpvMk>k c<d>wrYd>c< idm>c< wsy>Tyez› T‰ ÆPLk>c< 

Wse◊m> Ef>tp> ∏Ty vDvimp>∏k> Âk>Kymen k‰t>ˇk>kiz 

vub>Kne›.

∏t>ˇx›s>S aZk>m> Vtt>Tl> ÂrSq>p> ∏Ty vDvm> 

wkeÎt>T‰k>Kqe› tMu> ÂrSn> OVyr> T‰ mWnekrn>.

Âk>Ky meq>qb>kz>

1.	 Wf›t>Tyen vDvimp>∏.

2.	 pDp>ptq> åZten å¯t>ˇ‰. 

3.	 aTk wvz>iz Edb>kz>. atnel> wsy>Tkz>, å¯t>ˇk>kz>, 

pdb>kz> AKyiv kx<k¸k> Etmek E‰k>m>.

4.	 wpRy, Sqf>t vx>xp> pdb>kz>.

5.	 wvv>WvŒ pTkiz åZtek aidyezm> kex wvv>WvŒ 

pTk¸k> wvv>WvŒ vx<xb>kz>.

6.	 Vyeun>, wvz>Z, sNk>KuimkZl> pk>kb>kZn> åx<Xk>ik 

10-L‰f>ˇ 12-Ak …y›◊.

7.	 aTkmen …z>Ç› wsy>Tkz>. geYq>Œk>KuimkZl> Sqp>∏ 

am>sb>kz>.

8.	 …z>Ç› s∫k Fku>◊kz> Qt>t pds> wsy>Tkz>.

9.	 mexv› pk>kb>k¸k> WmÒm> Sqf>t …z>zdk>km>.
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Programme
Item Performers Synopsis

Call of the 
Drums  BJ Production

Waves of sound from drums 
of the world by BJ Production, 
roar magnanimously to create a 
universal pulse of connection 

Murasu Kottu 
Fusion Dance 

Maya Dance 
Theatre

Maya Dance Theatre converges 
dance forms effortlessly with 
pulsating percussion beats to 
create a vivid amalgamation 
of movements in synergy;as the 
phoenix of passion, determination 
and creativity unite them as one.                                                        
Choreography by Kavitha Krishnan

Welcome 
Address 

Welcome address By chairman of 
Organizing Committee,  
Dr R. Theyvendran, President 
(Tamils Representative Council)

Poetry In Motion 
-  Kavithai 

Arranggam

Lazar and 
Lavanya

Lazar and 
Lavanya

Immerse into the melodic moment 
of poetry as the hypnotic strings 
of the violin takes us on a poetic 
journey. The poems specially 
written by Paalu Manimaran 
will be narrated by the voices 
of Lavanya and Saravanan 
accompanied by Lazar Sebastine 
on the violin

Dancing 
Dolls – School 
Performance  

Tampines North 
Primary School

A gold award winning 
performance from Singapore 
Youth Festival 2010 Indian Dance 
Competition, brings together a 
multiracial group of young dancers 
from Tampines North Primary 
School  executing intricate Indian 
classical movements to fusion 
music. Dance choreography by 
Kamariah Yusuf
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Item Performers Synopsis

Bharathiyar 
Songs – A 

Lyrical Journey 

Radhavijayan 
and Erfanullah

A celebratory tribute to 
Bharathiar’s poetry reinterpreted 
by the new composition of 
renowned melodic maestro 
Radhavijayan on the piano 
accompanied by the vintage 
vocals of Erfanullah

Bollywood 
Dreams Apsaras Arts A vibrant and lively dance 

performance 

Tamilukkum 
Amuthendru 2 young singers

A melodious song presenting the 
beauty of the Tamil Language, 
sung by young and talented artiste 

Awaz
Vickneswari, 
Pravin, Erfan, 
Noor, Murali

Our renowned Vasantham artists, 
Vickneswari Vadivazhagan, Murali 
Krishnan, Pravin Saivi, Irfanullah 
and Mohammed Noor on the 
percussions will interpret popular 
cine songs from old to new, 
bringing a new interpretation to 
these songs 

Folk Fusion 
Dance – Tamil 

Folk Dance 

Down Syndrome 
Association 

Fusion Dancers

Watch the fusion dancers of Down 
Syndrome Association Singapore 
do an enchanting brand new 
choreography of folk fusion dance 
inspired by Indian folk beats. 
Choreography by Sufri Juwahir 
from Apsara Asia

Percussion Mela 
- Rhythms in 

Synergy
One Heart Beat

A fusion of local ethnic and global 
percussion music highlighting 
signature percussion instruments 
of ethnic origins, symbolizing the 
coming together of various groups 
to the shores of Singapore. A 
highly energetic interactive and 
global sounding performance by 
One Heartbeat percussion band
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Item Performers Synopsis

Tamil Murasu 
Video  

Plaque 
presentation & 

TM New Design 
Launch 

Speech by  
Ms M Nirmala, 

Editor, 
Tamil Murasu

Starlight 
Alchemy Fire 

Play

Starlight 
Alchemy

A constellation of local and 
international artiste that manipulate 
fire will bring a sense of wonder 
to the audience. Inspired by the 
alchemy of movement Starlight 
Alchemy seeks to present a 
salutation to the supreme source of 
energy – fire

Sangamam – 
Dance ASPIRE Dancers

Developing an open mind to 
accept and embrace of who 
we are and others, we unite in 
harmony and set forth towards 
the journey of unification…..
Sangamam. Performance by 
Aspire Dancers and the Indian 
Cultural Group of Republic 
Polytechnic and choreography by 
Kavitha Krishnan

Finale 
The synergy of Harmony beyond 
our differences and celebrating the 
moment of togetherness through 
music and dance
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ab>km> pidp>pezr>kz> Qp>∏

  tezb>kZn> 

aiup>∏
BJ Production

PWj ∏wredk>sn> tyeRp>Pl> …

lkt>Tn> tezk> k‰Vkz> Eixf>ˇ 

å¯p>∏m> Prm>mex<d oL …lk 

mk>k¸k> …z>z wted›ips> 

St>tRk>Kqˇ.

 
ÂrÍ wked>Î

f√n fdnm>

Maya Dance 
Theatre

plvik fdnb>kiz fZnm> 

n>qeml> kliv wsy>ˇ kx<k¸k> 

O› …q>sv V‰f>itp> pidk>Kqˇ 

meye den>c< TWyd>d›. fdn 

vDvimp>∏ kVte K‰∑<xn>.

vrWvq>∏ir 
Åq>ped>Îk> ¯Vn> tilv‰m> 

tMu› WprivYn> tilv‰men 

WtWvf>TrNn> vrWvq>∏ir.

kVit arb>km>

Lazar and 
Lavanya

Lazar and 
Lavanya

myb>k ivk>m> vyLn> Eisp> 

Pn>nXYl> o‰ kVit …le. peÒ 

mXmeqn> Eyq>Qy kVitkiz 

levx<ye◊m> srvxBm> veSk>k 

les› wspc<∂n> vyLn> veSk>Kqe›.

fdnmeÎm> 

wpem>imkz>

Tampines North 
Primary School

wtm>pNc< fe›t> wtedk>kp>pz>Ziys> 

Ws›f>t plEn mexv›kz> f√n 

Eisk> Ef>Ty fdnm> AÎKn>qn›. 

Sb>kp>º› Eizy› Vue2010l> tb>kp> 

ptk>km> wvn>q pidp>∏ Eˇ. fdn 

vDvimp>∏ kmeRye §ÍÆp>.

perTye› 

pedl>kz>

Radhavijayan 
and Erfanullah

perTyeRn> kVitk¸k> 

mdm> ‹d>Îm> o‰ Âyq>S. T‰ 

rete VjyNn> PyeWne Eisp> 

Pn>nXYl> E›ÆpeBl>le vub>m> 

perTye› kVitkz>.

Fku>s>S Frl>

TRC Booklet 2.indd   9 9/3/10   5:52 PM



ab>km> pidp>pezr>kz> Qp>∏

peL◊d> 

kn◊kz>
Apsaras Arts

tM¯k>m> 

aÂwtn>Œ Wp›
2 young singers

keVye c<‰T, s›vte E‰v‰m> 

tMUn> auik aukek åÎt>ˇk> 

ØŒm> ENy pedil vub>Kn>qn›.

avec<

Vickneswari, 
Pravin, Erfan, 
Noor, Murali

vsf>tm> oZvUYn> ∏ku>wpq>q 

kilg›kz> Vk>Wnc<vR vDvukn>, 

ÂrZ K‰∑<xn>, PrVn> isV, 

å›ÆpeBl>le, Âkmˇ ¿› AKWye› 

piuy tMu>p> pedl>kiz ∏Ty 

wmd>Îk>kZl> vub>Kn>qn›.

fed>Îp>∏q f√n 

fdnm>

Down Syndrome 
Association 

Fusion Dancers

Ef>Ty fed>Îp>∏q wmd>Îk>k¸k> 

f√n fdn ais◊kzel> 

wm‰Wkq>ŒKn>qn› mn fm> 

n>QWye› sb>k mexv›kz>. fdn 

aimp>∏ ap>sre ASyeVn> sÆp>R 

ÔveH›.

oq>ŒimYn> 

Eis
One Heart Beat

…z>Ç› perm>pRy Eisiy …lk 

EisWyeÎ klf>ˇ vub>m> Ef>t 

ab>km> vn> hd>πd> Eisk>¯vel> 

…‰vek>kp>pd>dˇ. pl>WvŒ mk>kz> 

Sb>kp>º› kirkZl> vf>ˇ Ws›f>tits> 

St>tRk>Kqˇ Ef>t ab>km>.

  tMu> ÂrÍ 

pds>Í‰z>

Fin◊p> pRÍ 

vub>tl>

tMu> ÂrSn> 

∏Ty Wteq>qm>

tMu> ÂrSn> 

pTp>peSRyr>

meR 

Fr>mleVn>  

…ir 
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ab>km> pidp>pezr>kz> Qp>∏

c<de›ild> 

al>wsM 

k>ivy› p>Wl

Starlight Alchemy

…z>Ç› mq>Œm> aint>ˇlkk> 

kilg›kz> pidk>m> wf‰p>∏ 

Vt>it. sk>TYn> vDvmen 

wf‰p>∏k> wkzrvm> wsÒt>ˇm> Ef>t 

ab>kt>itp> pidk>Kqˇ c<de›ild> 

al>wsM k>ipy› p>Wl.

sb>kmm> fdnm> ASPIRE Dancers

En, wmeU, mt ål>ilkizk> kdf>ˇ 

fem> o‰virwye‰v› arvixk>k 

Wvx<Îm> ån>pit vLÁŒt>ˇm> 

sb>kmm> fed>Dym>. kVte K‰∑<xn> 

fdn aimp>Pl> fdnmeÎWve› 

åc<ipy› fdnmXkz>.

Sqp>∏ ab>km>

EisÁm> fdnÂm> sb>kMt>ˇ, fmˇ 

Wvq>Œimkiz mqf>ˇ oq>Œimiyk> 

wkex<deÎm> EŒT ab>km>.
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Credits 

1.	 Event consultant and creative advisor – Mr V. Kalaiselvan

2.	 Event and Production Management – Apsara Asia Pte Ltd

3.	 Creative Direction – Kavitha Krishnan, Apsara Asia Pte Ltd

4.	 Production Management Team – Imran Manaff, Rupak George, Ap-
sara Asia Pte Ltd

5.	 Technical Management – Stage 4 AV (S) Pte Ltd

6.	 Stage Management and Support – Stage 4 AV (S) Pte Ltd

7.	 Lighting Designer – Zaw Min Oo, Apsara Asia Pte Ltd

8.	 Set Designer – Mr G.N. Das

9.	 Performers – Maya Dance Theatre Ltd, BJ Production, Apsaras Arts 
Ltd, Down Syndrome Association Singapore,  One Heartbeat, Star-
light Alchemy, ASPIRE Dancers, Tampines North Primary School, Lazar 
Thurakkal Sebastine, Vickneswari Vadivazhagan, Murali Krishnan, 
Pravin Saivi, Erfanullah, Mohammed Noor and Radhavijayan

10.	 Emcees - Lavanya Ramesh and Saravanan Ayyavoo

11.	 Kavithai Arangam Poet – Paalu Manimaran

12.	 Tamil Murasu Media Launch designer – Saleem Hadi

13.	 University Cultural Centre Stage and Technical crew
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Agrocorp International Pte Ltd
ATOS Wellness Pte Ltd

Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous

Ceylon Sports Club
Chettiars’ Temple Society
Designs Terminal Pte Ltd

Dharma Muneeswaran Temple
Dr Elsie Yu Chen Chee

Express Binding
Hindu Endowments Board
Hotel Properties Limited

Josco Travel & Trading Pte Ltd
Lee Foundation

LISHA
Management Development Institute of Singapore

Mini Environment Services Pte Ltd
Modern Montessori International Pte Ltd

Mohamed Mustafa and Samsuddin Co Pte Ltd
Rajah & Tann LLP

SINDA
Singapore Ceylon Tamils’ Association

Singapore Indian Chamber of Commerce & Industry
Singapore Statutory Boards Employees’ Co-Operative Thrift & Loan Society 

Singapore Press Holdings
Singapore Tamil Teachers’ Union

Sree Ramar Temple (Changi )
Stamford Press Pte Ltd

 Straits Law Practice LLC 
Tamil Language & Cultural Society

Tay Papers 
TCC Limited

Donors
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Jeya
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Kala
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Kokila

Manju

Margispery
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Shasmitha

Taminthi

Uma

Seetha
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Jivinia
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AWleskr>
T‰. åc< sf>Trtec<

tilvr>
Âinvr>. Ere WtWvf>Trn> PBM

ˇixt> tilvr>kz>
T‰ a Tnkrn>

T‰ ap>ˇl> j¬l> PBM
T‰ A› wpen>nm>plm>

wsylezr>
T‰ åc< VWvkenf>tn>

wpe‰zezr>
T‰ A› fereyxWmekn>

…Œp>Pnr>kz>
meR åm> F›mle

T‰ auKy pex<Dyn>

T‰ P keZÂt>ˇ

T‰ P T‰fz>krÍ BBM
T‰ EreWjf>Trn>

T‰ åc< seMk>kx<˛

wsyliv
meR Prpe Wmekn>

meR W∑epe xWskrn>

meR åc< jenK

T‰ wv pex<Dyn>

T‰ åm> xWskrn> PB, PBS
T‰ åc< t›mrej>

tMu> ÂrÍ 75-m> Ax<Î Vue

Åq>ped>Îk> ¯
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TRC was founded in August 1951 as a non-profit social organization by 
Govindasamy Sarangapany and other Indian Community leaders. The 
aim of TRC was to provide a united framework for all the different Tamil 
Organisations in Singapore. TRC attracted broad based support from the 
Community and the Tamil Community Organsiations as the need to have 
a united voice to represent the Tamils was keenly felt.

In 1980 the Association was revamped under the leadership of the late Mr. G Kandasamy, a 
respected Unionist. The Association’s Tamil name was changed from Tamilar Pirathinithithuva 
Sabai to Tamizhar Peravai while the English name of “Tamils Representative Council” was 
retained. With the name change came a new focus of attracting the Tamil professionals and 
the growing English speaking Tamils. These groups had until then remained in the periphery. 

The Tamils Representative Council or “TRC” as it was popularly known, also re-focussed itself 
on the single mission of uplifting the educational, economic and social status of Tamils. It 
believed that educational achievements would lead to economic success and quite naturally 
raise their social status in Singapore.

One of the main initiatives launched under the revamped TRC was the Tuition Programme. TRC 
pioneered the Tuition programme island-wide. The programme was a huge success, attracting 
at its peak several thousand students and several hundred volunteer tutors. It represented 
the first large-scale co-ordinated national programme driven  by the Community to raise the 
educational standards of Tamil students in Singapore. 

With the advent of SINDA in 1991, TRC scaled down its involvement in tuition activities. 
It refocused its efforts in motivating students and parents and taking up the issue of Tamil 
education.  TRC recognises top Indian students at PSLE, GCE “Ordinary” and “A” levels 
by awarding them the TRC Excellence Awards together with cash awards. Such recognition 
serves to motivate other students to excel.  TRC has also taken up the gauntlet in having 
dialogues with Government organisations in rescheduling key examination dates to avoid 
clashing with major festivities; promotion of Tamil Language, changes to the Mother Tongue 
policy, and issues that face the Tamil community.

 Some of the events organised by TRC:

•	 Annual National Day Celebrations – more than 500 people attend

•	 Thamizhar Thirunaal Celebrations – more that 1,200 people attend

•	 National Schools Tamil Language competitions

•	 Tamil Language Forums

•	 Bursary Awards for primary schools children

•	 Excellence Awards for Top Tamil Students in PSLE, GCE O & A Levels

•	 MDIS-TRC Scholarships

•	 Feedback sessions with SINDA, MOE, MICA, MCYS on various issues like, Tamil 
Community, National Exams Timetable, Tamil Language & Tamil Youths

•	 Joint Programmes with SINDA, Narpani, IMH, MDIS etc
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